UTAH SPORTS HALL OF FAME FOUNDATION

Coaches’ Leadership Symposium
“FOR THE LOVE OF KIDS:
Your Leadership Matters!”

FOUNDATION

Saturday, January 22, 2022
9 a.m. - 2:40 p.m.
Murray High School
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TODAY’S PROGRAM
8:15 – 8:55

COMMONS AREA REGISTRATION AND
CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST

TIME

ROOM

SESSION

PRESENTERS

9:00 a.m.

Auditorium

Welcome

Rob Cuﬀ

9:05 a.m.

Auditorium

Keynote Speaker

Vance Law

9:35 a.m.

Participants divide into three groups: (A, B, C)
and attend three 50 minute BREAKOUT SESSIONS
BREAK OUT SESSION #1, Attend the topic that
corresponds to the 1st letter on your name tag.

9:50 – 10:40

Little Theater

9:50 – 10:40

9:50 – 10:40

Choir Room

Spartan Cove

BREAKOUT SESSION A
“Shaping Athletes into
Healthy, Productive
Members of Society”
BREAKOUT SESSION B
“Transforming a Collection
of Players into a Focused
Athletic Team”
BREAKOUT SESSION C
“Strengthening School,
Community and Society
Where You Serve”

Courtney Young
Johnson
Larry Wall
Lori Parrish Salvo
Joe Cravens

Teri Okelberry
Spiers
Jerry Bovee

10:55 – 11:45 BREAKOUT SESSIONS #2 Rotation of
Sessions A, B, C.
Noon

Lunch in Commons Area

1:00 – 1:50

BREAKOUT SESSIONS #3 Rotation of
Sessions A, B, C.

2:05 – 2:35

Auditorium

Closing Keynote Speaker

Gail Miller

2:35 – 2:40

Auditorium

Closing Remarks and
Conference Certiﬁcates

Rob Cuﬀ

FOUNDATION

1967

2017

The Utah Sports Hall of Fame Foundation (USHOFF) was organized in 1967 as
“The Old Time Athletes Association.” The goal then, as well as it is today, is to
celebrate and preserve Utah’s storied sports heritage. In 1970, the Charter Class of
18 honorees was inducted into the Hall of Fame. Since then, a select number of administrators, coaches, players and prominent contributors to athletics in Utah have
been inducted annually into the Hall of Fame. In 1997, the organization oﬃcially
changed its name to the current USHOFF.
In 1972, the USHOFF began honoring others who have made substantial contributions to the Utah sports community. The foundation started hosting annual and biannual recognition banquets for the following:
1. Distinguished Utah High School Head Coaches;
2. Utah “Coaches of Merit” (Head coaches who have coached many years in
college and/or high school.);
3. Outstanding Game Oﬃcials in all sports from high school and college;
4. Utahns who had compiled an impressive and substantial history of
“Distinguished Service” to sports and their communities; and
5. Utah high school seniors with superior academic and athletic achievements
that warranted College Scholarships.
In 2017, we celebrated ﬁfty years since the beginning of the USHOFF. On October
16th, 2017 we held a huge Gala Celebration which turned out to be one of the biggest
events in the history of the Utah Sports Hall of Fame Foundation. We inducted
Spence Eccles and Tom Holmoe into the Hall and recognized the 226 former Hall of
Famers. We invited back the 111 living Hall of Famers of which 70 attended. We had
over 900 people attend the banquet at the Grand America Hotel.
As can be clearly seen, the Utah Sports Hall of Fame Foundation has a long and impressive history of recognizing and honoring athletic and academic achievement. As
we celebrate….strides have never been greater for the USHOFF--the PREMIER
SPORTS ORGANIZATION in the state of Utah!
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To view photos from tonight

of the

Leadership Symposium
COMMITTEE
Deb Bennett, Chair
Mae Miya, Co-Chair
Rob Cuﬀ
Amy Donaldson
Evan Excell
Tres Ferrin
Sue Nyhus
Glenna Padﬁeld
Sue Rydalch
Lori Parrish Salvo, Emeritus

FACILITATORS
Becky Anderson,
Chris Anderson
Jerry Graybeal
Kelly Harris
Lamar Hirschi
Paul Smith

Thank You Deseret Book for your support!
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UTAH HIGH SCHOOL ACTIVITIES ASSOCIATION
"Great coaches are great teachers, and
great teachers are always committed
to continuing education. Coaches play
a tremendous role in the lives of their
student-athletes, and it's vital for
coaches to continue learning how they
can better serve their student-athletes.
It is our hope that coaches continue to
understand both the great opportunity
and tremendous responsibility of the
roles they have."
– Rob Cuff, Executive Director UHSAA

Rob Cuﬀ
MC
Rob is the Executive Director of the Utah High
School Athletic Association, which administers and
supervises high school activities in the state of Utah.
He joined the UHSAA team as an Assistant Director
in 2001 after a successful career as an English
teacher, athletic administrator and the boys' basketball coach at Mountain View. At the UHSAA, Rob
has been the director of many outstanding committees and has overseen nearly all of the high school
programs. At the national level, Rob is a member of
several committees, including Chairman of the National Federation Baseball Rules Committee. He has attended many state, section
and national meetings, conferences and clinics as a UHSAA administrator, where
he has been a regular speaker and presenter. Rob coached basketball for 12 years
and was the head boys' basketball coach at Mountain View High School from 19942001. During those seven years, he guided the Bruins to seven consecutive top ﬁve
state ﬁnishes, winning 83% of his state tournament games and compiling an incredible 23-5 state tournament record. He won back to back 5A State Championships in
1998 and 1999. Rob is married to the former Sonya Garner and they are the parents
of four children.

Deb Bennett
Symposium Chair
Deb’s family moved from Kansas to Bountiful
during her junior year of high school, in an era before she could take advantage of Title IX athletic
opportunities herself. At BYU is where she immersed herself in sports. Consider this list of
Cougar teams that had Deb on the roster at some
point: basketball, ﬁeld hockey, softball, and tennis. After graduating from BYU she coached at
Tooele High School, and Granite Park Junior and
then moved to Skyline High School, where she
became the softball coach for 5 years, and the athletic director for 16 years and the
basketball coach for 19 years. The Eagles qualiﬁed for the state basketball tournament every year, while winning two championships, ﬁnishing second twice and
making the semiﬁnals three other times. “I am so fortunate to have spent my coaching and teaching career surrounded by phenomenal students, supportive colleagues
and lifelong friends.” In 2014, Deb was honored as a Distinguished High School
Coach by the Utah Sports Hall of Fame. In 2017 she retired from Skyline High
School after working there for 27 years. Being retired Deb is enjoying playing pickleball, hiking and biking.

Vance Law
Opening Keynote Speaker
Vance Law once said he wished he would have
smiled more on the ﬁeld, letting everyone know
how much he enjoyed playing Major League Baseball. Otherwise, he hardly could have done more to
maximize those 11 seasons in the big leagues, after
making a remarkable climb to the highest level of
the sport as a 39th-round draft choice.
Vance is a Utah homegrown success story and an
example of giving back to the sports community,
as shown by his spending ﬁve years as the baseball coach at Provo High School,
where he was a basketball and baseball star in the early 1970s.
And in a world of specialization, it is amazing to think that he played both of those
sports for BYU.
Vance had grown up around big-league clubhouses as a son of Vern Law, the 1960
Cy Young Award winner as a pitcher for the Pittsburgh Pirates. The family later
became rooted in Provo, where Vern worked as the pitching coach for the BYU
baseball team. Vance and his brother Verl played for legendary Provo High basketball teams with the likes of Giﬀord Nielsen and Brett Vroman, and Vance also
developed the baseball skills that would lead to a distinguished pro career.
Vance became a Major League All-Star in 1988 during a season when he batted
.293 as the third baseman for the Chicago Cubs. He also played for the Pittsburgh
Pirates, Chicago White Sox, Montreal Expos and Oakland Athletics, while also
spending a successful season in Japan.
Motivated by the hope of helping his sons have a good high school baseball experience, he coached the Provo Bulldogs, winning a state championship and posting
two other top-three ﬁnishes. His son Adam almost became a third-generation major
leaguer, reaching the Triple-A level.
Vance then became BYU’s baseball coach for 13 years, posting nearly 400 victories, before working as a roving instructor in the minor leagues of professional
baseball.
Vance was inducted into the Utah Sports Hall of Fame in 1998 as part of what has
to be considered one of the greatest classes of inductees in USHOFF history. The
other inductees that year were Allen Holmes (basketball), Henry Marsh (track and
ﬁeld), Fred Roberts (basketball) and Jeﬀ Rolan (swimming). He joined his father,
a 1994 inductee into the Utah Sports Hall of Fame.

Courtney Young Johnson
A graduate of Skyline High School, where she competed in swimming, water polo and soccer, Courtney
played for the University of California’s ﬁrst women’s
varsity water polo team and was named the MVP of
the 1996 Collegiate National Championship. In 2000,
Courtney earned a silver medal for the U.S. in the ﬁrst
women’s water polo competition ever staged in the
Olympics. In addition, Courtney competed in two
World Championships. Courtney graduated from
University of California and attended law school at
Duquesne and Santa Clara, graduating in 2001. Over
the past several decades, she has been involved in the
administration of sports and most recently as the executive director of the California
Magic Soccer Club. She also spent time working at the collegiate level in the athletic
department of Saint Mary’s College and working as a volunteer coach at Stanford.
Courtney served as a member of the U.S Water Polo Executive Committee and was a
member of the U.S. Olympic Committee’s athletes advisory committee. She and her
husband, Darren, are the parents of four children and have recently moved to Dallas,
Texas, where she hopes to continue her involvement in sports administration. Courtney
was inducted into the Utah Sports Hall of Fame in 2021.

Larry Wall
A graduate of Viewmont High School and the University of Utah, Larry deﬁed a trend in his profession by coaching Bountiful High’s football team
for 31 seasons. When he stepped down after the
2015 season, he was recognized as Utah’s secondwinningest prep coach in history with a 238-116
record. Bountiful won four state championships,
in pairs: in 1990 and ’91, and then in 2002 and
’03. Larry was an outstanding defensive end for
Utah in the 1970’s, began his coaching and teaching career in 1979 and stayed with the profession
until retiring from teaching in 2018. Some of his recognition includes a Distinguished Service Award from the Utah High School Activities Association in 1992,
a Bountiful Rotary Club Distinguished Educator Award and an acknowledgement of
contributions to youth football in Hermosillo Sonora, Mexico. He was a two-time
winner of the Oﬃcials Association Sportsmanship Award and received a Davis
School District Hall of Fame Award. He was honored as Utah Sports Hall of Fame
Distinguished High School Coach in 2019. Larry and his wife, Connie, are parents
of three children and live in Bountiful.

Lori Parrish Salvo
As a 1976 graduate of Davis High School, Lori was
among the ﬁrst female athletes in Utah to fully optimize the newly passed Title IX law requiring
schools to sanction sports competition for girls. At
Davis High, Lori competed for four years in tennis,
volleyball, basketball and track and ﬁeld. Lori continued her stellar athletic career at the University
of Utah where she competed in volleyball, basketball and track and ﬁeld. She was an all-conference
player in three sports and was a two-time AIAW
All-American in basketball. She was among the
Wade Trophy Finalists (1979) as the nation’s top
female athlete. In 1999, Sports Illustrated ranked Lori among Utah’s “Top 50 Athletes of the Century.” Lori was the ﬁrst woman selected to the State of Utah Basketball Hall of Fame, she was inducted into the University of Utah Hall of Fame
in 1999, and inducted into the Utah Sports Hall of Fame in 2008. Lori recently retired from her 40-year career as a high school teacher and coach. At Viewmont,
Lori coached her volleyball team to two state championships; and at Davis, Lori
won another state championship in Volleyball (Davis’ only other volleyball championship was won when Lori was a player) and won three state championships in
golf. Lori was recently inducted into the UHSAA Circle of Fame. She is the proud
mother of three children and four grandchildren.

Joe Cravens
Indiana native Joe Cravens became immersed in
Utah’s basketball culture with the unique coaching
distinction of winning two Class 1A girls state
championships and leading a team into the men’s
NCAA Tournament. Joe posted a 28-game winning streak with the St. Joseph Catholic High
School girls’ team in Ogden, winning state titles
in 2012 and ’13. Having served as the men’s head
coach at Utah (interim) and Weber State, Joe accepted the opportunity to coach the St. Joseph
girls. He proceeded to post a 93-20 record in ﬁve
seasons, going 42-2 in region play, and was named
the 2013 Utah Girls Basketball Coach of the Year.
That award further built his collection that included Coach of the Year trophies
from the 2002-03 season in the Big Sky Conference, the national Mid-Major
schools, and the NABC District 7 when Joe’s Weber State team went 14-0 in Big
Sky competition. Joe ﬁnished his tenure at WSU with a 116-88 record in seven
seasons. Previously he was the head coach at Idaho and at Utah becoming the
interim coach for Rick Majerus. Joe made a successful transition into broadcasting and currently works as an analyst. Joe and his wife, Linda, are parents of two
daughters and live in South Ogden.

Teri Okelberry Spiers
A graduate of Weber High School, Teri was a
three-sport athlete claiming a total of 14 individual and team state championships. She was a
member of three straight title-winning teams in
the mile relay and medley relay events and was an
all-state basketball selection. Terri starred as a
two-sport collegiate athlete at Weber State University competing in volleyball and track and ﬁeld.
She helped the Wildcats win a Big Sky Conference volleyball championship. In track and ﬁeld,
Teri won the javelin throw in the Big Sky meet for
three straight years, ﬁnishing in the top 10 in the
NCAA meet and was a three-time All-American. She was WSU’s long-time
record holder in the heptathlon, triple jump, 400 hurdles and still claims the WSU
record for the javelin throw. Terri narrowly missed qualifying for the 1988 U.S.
Olympic Team in the javelin throw. Terri was inducted into the Weber State Hall
of Fame in 2001, being recognized as the ﬁrst Wildcat female athlete to compete
in the NCAA Championship in two sports the same year. Terri was inducted into
the Utah Sports Hall of Fame in 2021. Terri has worked extensively in secondary
education in the Ogden area as a teacher, counselor, assistant principal, and is
currently principal at South Ogden Junior High. Terri is the mother of Bailie
Clark.

Jerry Bovee
A graduate of Ben Lomond High School and Utah
State University, Jerry is currently in his third year
with Utah State as the Associate Vice President
and Deputy Athletic Director signaling a return to
the place where his athletics administration career
began! In 1992, Jerry began his career at USU in
sales and promotions and later as the Assistant Athletics Director for Marketing and Promotions.
Jerry moved to the Utah High School Activities
Association in 1995. In his 12 years as an assistant
director, he served as vice-chair of the NFHS football rules committee, was involved in coaches and
oﬃcials’ education programs and was directly responsible for football, boys’ basketball, softball, tennis, and wrestling. After leaving UHSAA, Jerry spent ten years as
the Athletics Director at Weber State University and oversaw tremendous growth in
fundraising and facility upgrades. Known for what one WSU described as his
“boundless energy,” Jerry earned a Master’s Degree in Business Administration from
WSU and applied his skills to restructuring the Wildcats’ marketing and promotional
eﬀorts with a new branding program and improved several key facilities for the 16
sports. Weber State University captured 19 conference championships during Jerry’s
tenure. Jerry and his wife, Julie, are parents of four children.

Steve Gardner
Steve Gardner is currently the President of the Utah
Sports Hall of Fame Foundation (USHOFF) and has
served for several years on the Board of Directors.
In 1966, Steve graduated from Spanish Fork High
School where he was a four-sport letterman in baseball, basketball, football and track. He was named
the Most Valuable Baseball Player for Spanish Fork
High School and received the same award at Weber
State College in 1968 and 1969. Steve signed a pro
contract with the Houston Astros organization and
won the Western Carolina League batting title in
1971. After four years in Minor League Baseball,
Steve realized that playing in the minor leagues wasn’t conducive to family life and
he decided to exchange his cleats for a clipboard and become a coach. Starting as a
baseball coach at a junior high school, Steve made stops at Bonneville High School
and Snow Junior College, where he won 20 or more games ﬁve times. In 1990, Steve
became the head baseball coach at Utah Valley University (UVU). After 18 seasons
and 471 wins, Steve retired from coaching at UVU in order to spend more time with
his family. With three SWAC Southern Division Championships and two Region 18
crowns, Steve put UVU on the map as a baseball program. In a 2001 match up with
16th ranked Arizona State, UVU knocked oﬀ the Sun Devils of the then Pac Ten.
Under Steve, UVU also recorded wins over BYU, Utah, Washington, Oklahoma
State, and the two-time National Champion Oregon State. In 2011, Steve was honored as a Coach of Merit by the USHOFF. Steve and his wife, Debi, currently reside
in Benjamin, Utah.

Mae Miya
Mae has been on the Board of Directors with the
Utah Sports Hall of Fame since 2010. She is the
President Elect for 2024-25. Mae had a 25 year career at Bonneville High School where she was a
teacher, coach, and athletic director. She was named
“Region Coach of the Year” 4 times by the Utah
Women’s Basketball Association. Mae was the
camp director for the Tom Chambers Basketball
Camp for 9 years as it grew to the largest professional camp in the state. She was named to the Bonneville High Athletic Hall of Fame in 2019. Mae
was honored twice by the UIAAA as the Athletic Director of the Year in 2005 and inducted into their Hall of Fame in 2011. She was
honored by the USHOFF for her Distinguished Service in 2010. Mae is currently
the Associate Producer for the Telly Award winning “Stories from the Vault” that
are featured in the Utah Sports Hall of Fame Museum.

 

   

  

 



  




  



  
  
     
  

  

   

Gail Miller
Closing Keynote Speaker
For most of her life, Gail Miller never pictured herself
as a member of the Utah Sports Hall of Fame. Even
more unimaginable is the idea of what Utah would be
like without her.
Gail is known by descriptions such as businesswoman,
humanitarian and philanthropist. Maybe the best word,
as attested by anyone who has been associated with
her, is “genuine.” She’s a real person, attached to those
labels.
Gail was inducted into the Utah Sports Hall of Fame in 2018 primarily because of her
involvement in professional basketball for more than 30 years, beginning with the initial
ownership share of the Utah Jazz purchased in 1985 by her late husband, Larry H.
Miller. The Miller family bought the remaining half of the franchise the following year
and built one of the NBA’s model operations.
In explaining why the Millers purchased a Toyota dealership in Murray in the early
1980s, Gail said, “Our roots are here.” That same philosophy applied to ownership of
the Jazz as a community asset that she made sure would remain in Utah when the family
recently sold the team to Ryan Smith.
By then, the Larry H. Miller Group of Companies had expanded to the point where it
was responsible for more than 10,000 employees. No wonder Gail has received the
“Giant in Our City” award, along with considerable other recognition over the years. A
former Jazz executive once described her as “a jewel for our community,” an appropriate
tribute that only begins to account for her impact.
Her support of Salt Lake Community College is just one example of an education emphasis in her charitable eﬀorts, and she has shown humanitarian concern in addressing
the needs of people experiencing homelessness and other diﬃculties.
She’s the author of “Courage to be You: Inspiring Lessons From an Unexpected Journey.” The title provides an insightful summary of Gail’s life, and what she has made of
it in looking beyond herself to help others. That’s the trail she exhibited long ago when
the West High School graduate made the choice to leave the University of Utah after
one semester, making a commitment to help support her family. All these years later,
she remains committed to doing whatever she can to make fellow Utahns’ lives better.
In 2012, Gail married Kim Wilson, a longtime attorney in Salt Lake City who himself
has been devoted to a number of civic and charitable causes.

Supporting sports, education,
the arts, students & coaches

Sports
+
Education
=
Success for All!

